
The Trellis Green Lawsuit: A Decade Later 
 
 
It has been about 12 years since then-assistant professor of economics Trellis G. Green filed suit 
against the University of Southern Mississippi and the Mississippi IHL, and a decade since that suit 
was settled.  Given the current state of affairs in USM’s College of Business, it seems fitting that 
USMPRIDE.COM presents a series on the Green lawsuit.  This is part 10 in that series. 
 
A Call for Vitae 
 
Part 6 in this series concluded with an interesting request filed by Green’s attorney, Kim Chaze, in 
January of 1997.  That request, inserted at the end of this issue, called for the defendants’ 
production of a number of CBA faculty vitae.  Green’s case was apparently built on a “lowest 
common denominator theory” of tenure and promotion, wherein one’s record simply has to be 
greater than only the weakest record to have received the award (tenure, promotion) that one is 
seeking.  Green wanted to show that his own record exceeded that of some of the people listed in 
his request for vitae. 
 
The Mark Klinedinst Denominator 
 
USMPRIDE.COM archives contain an issue of CoB Confidential that discusses an e-mail that 
EFIB Chair George Carter sent to EFIB faculty concerning the academic/professional qualifications 
of the same faculty.  The headline from that issue is presented below: 
 

 
 
Among those EFIB faculty discussed in that issue was economics professor Mark Klinedinst, who 
Carter listed as Academically Qualified despite previous reports at USMPRIDE.COM indicating 
that Klinedinst has not produced a journal article since 1998 (EBSCOhost search).  The text of the 
Klinedinst portion of that issue of CoB Confidential is shown below: 
 



 

 
A number of USMPRIDE.COM readers responded to that issue, pointing out mistakes.  However, 
in doing so the story involving Klinedinst’s promotions to associate and full seemed to get more and 
more intriguing.  The readers’ comments are depicted below: 
 

 



 
 
The CoB Confidential author(s) and USMPRIDE.COM readers concluded that Klinedinst’s 
promotions stood on shaky ground.  The promotion to associate occurred well before Green’s 
lawsuit, and would have likely served Green’s case well.  Klinedinst’s promotion to full occurred 
contemporaneously with the Green lawsuit (roughly), adding further to the intrigue surrounding it 
(as described by CoB Confidential readers).  The Klinedinst dossiers likely would have been 
favorable “denominators” for Green’s lawyer, Kim Chaze.    
 
The next issue in this series will examine another of the “denominators” in this case. 
 
 
 



 



 


